
News from Mary Ellen
This past month I attended the LCWR Think Tank called Awakening the Dreamer. During the four day program, Leadership and Social Justice Coordinators from Congregations throughout the U.S. explored together ways that religious women can renew the dream of creating a sustainable way of life for our planet.  We also explored the key to awakening one another to the urgency we face.  Years of misuse and carelessness have destroyed many of the resources we thought were endless.  The life style adopted by the first world has quite literally obliterated many species and put some at the verge of extinction.
What can we do?  There are many programs and opportunities for change present already.  Many organizations present simple solutions such as turning off lights, composting, planting a garden, buying locally, zero trash production;  other organizations have programs which involve us in changing destructive systems.  The challenge we are left with is to engage as many of our family and friends in saving the planet.  
I invite you to use this Lenten season to make a commitment to do something for the sake of future generations’ ability to enjoy the planet. Whatever you choose will be your contribution to the environment.  Please take some time to decide and commit. 

I am committed to bringing forth an environmentally sustainable, spiritually fulfilling and socially just human presence on this planet as the guiding principle of our times.  Toward that end I will….

Earth Day – April 22nd
1.  Examine your personal level of consumption by taking the quiz on www.ecofoot.org
2. Choose things you can do to curb global warming:  

  * Don’t Idle your Engine
  * Be Sensible – only 1% of all water on the planet is available for humans.
  * Shower Power! A full tub requires 70 gallons of water, a five minute shower 10-25 gallons

  * Aerator – make sure your kitchen faucet has an aerator, these save water flow by 25%.

* Read the Label – pesticides are powerful substances – when used according to the label they are safe and effective

* Fix the Leak – leaky faucets waste thousands of gallons of water each year – money down the drain

  * Don’t Trash It – reuse it.  Look for new ways to reduce the amount or kinds of household waste.
  * Stop Junk Mail – write, Mail Preference Service, Direct Marketing Association, PO Box 9008, Farmington, NY 11735 and request that your name be removed from all 3rd class mailing lists or make a request via the internet at www.DirectMail.com/JunkMail
Copies of the Earth Charter are available in the Social Justice Office, if you would like one.
Nonviolent Direct Action
Nonviolent direct action has played a key role in the struggle for social change all over the world. 

Consider joining the SOA Watch from April 4-11, 
2011 as they take their demands to Washington, D.C. and engage in creative direct action to end U.S. militarism in Latin America.  

 It is up to us to take our demands to the halls of Congress and other places where military and foreign policy decisions are made.  

For more information about the April days of Action and to register, visit www.SOAW.org or call 202-234-3440.  
While the struggle to close the SOA continues, four countries have stopped sending their troops and hundreds of other organizations are petitioning their government to do the same.  

Meanwhile, according to our Latin American partners SOA has jumped the gates, as seen by the expansion of U.S. militarization:


*Increase in U.S. military bases in Latin America


*Increase in joint military operations and training


*Re-establishment of the U.S. Navy Fourth Fleet


*Militarization of humanitarian and emer- gency aid   

 


                         Presente!
Did You Know?
Rick Dyer, age 58, is now a lawyer & respected member of the bar in private practice.  At one time he racked up 10 years of felony convictions.  If appointed to the Massachusetts bench, he will likely be the first judge in U.S. history to bring with him not only a record of drug abuse but also a personal understanding of what it is like to be homeless, on welfare and behind bars.  He credits a judge who never gave up on him.  This same judge sentenced Dyer but also recommended drug treatment or psychological assistance over jail time.  Dyer was never arrested, but rescued.

Abolition Bill Announced
Ohio State Representatives Ted Celeste and Nickie Antonio announced legislation (Execute Justice Not People) that would abolish the death penalty in Ohio.  
OTSE (Ohioans to Stop Executions) Executive Director, Kevin Warner said, This is a day of enormous opportunity.  Today begins a thoughtful discussion around how to build a fairer, more equitable, and more efficient justice system.
Warner who spoke at the press conference announcing the bill, also said, Eliminating the death penalty would allow us to better serve victims’ family members, will guarantee that we will never execute an innocent person, and will free up precious resources to better support law enforcement officials in their efforts to keep our  communities safe.
Did You Know?

China, Iran, North Korea, Yemen and the U.S. carried out the most executions last year, bucking global trends toward abolition of the death penalty.
Thirty-first Anniversary
March 24th, 2011 marked the 31st anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero at the hands of U.S. trained death squads.  In his recent trip to El Salvador, Obama paid homage to Romero, acknowledging his heroism and bravery. However, what Obama failed to mention is that the Archbishop’s assassination was planned and carried out by individuals trained by the U.S. at the School of the Americas (SOA) which is still in operation.
It’s up to us to make sure this part of the story gets told.  This is the time to set the record straight. 

          Witnesses for Peace    

Balancing the Budget


         


On the Backs of the Poor
Congress has its priorities all wrong.  Slashing debt relief and vital programs for the poor is no way to bring down the deficit.

In addition to cuts to many critical programs that directly impact the lives and even survival of the poorest people – in the U.S. and around the world – there are now plans to single out the programs that help low-income people and cut them the most. 

As Congress continues the budget debate, they are now moving from the neglect of the poor to the targeting of the poor.  A plan that would hurt the most vulnerable in our society while increasing funding for military projects and continuing corporate subsidies and tax loopholes.

Programs for debt relief, food security and climate preparedness for the world’s most vulnerable make up a tiny fraction of the federal budget.  Cutting them will not make the slightest difference for the national deficit but it will cause tremendous suffering.
People of faith across the country must speak out against these harmful budget proposals – loudly and persistently.

      *Contact your representatives now!*

                                                       Sojourners
Women Watch
This year WOMEN WATCH will take place on Thursday, April 28th. Beginning at 4:30 pm in the Art Room, we will walk in procession around the quad to the Pilla Center.  The program will last approximately 30-45 minutes.  

The Cuyahoga County Statistics Clerk, Paula Wallace will join us.  

The theme for this year is Remembrance Day as women victims of the Holocaust will also be recalled.
Be sure to join us for this occasion.

PEACEWEAVER


Unless you try to do something beyond what you have already mastered, you will never grow.
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