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Dear Friends, 

Fifty years 
ago the Ursuline 
Sisters welcomed 
family and friends 
to our new 
Motherhouse in 

Pepper Pike for the first time. 
�Welcome to our new home!� rang 
through the halls of Ursuline.  

The Ursuline Educational Center, 
as we call our Motherhouse, 
is more than just a building to 
our sisters.  This is where we 
gather as a community for prayer, 
celebration and meetings.  It 
serves as home to approximately 
100 of our sisters, including 30 
sisters who live in our St. Angela 
Center for those who are sick or 
infirm.  It is the site of Ursuline 
ministries and our congregational 
offices.  The Ursuline Educational 
Center gives witness to the 
abundance of life, energy and 
dedication of our sisters to the 
Ursuline way of life.

For Ursulines this is �the house 
that prayer and sacrifice built.� 

The story of how we came to 
this Pepper Pike location began in 
1927 when we purchased the first 
50 acres.  This was just two years 
before the stock market crashed, 
but the sisters had great faith 
�God would provide.�  And indeed 
God did provide, for in 1949 the 
sisters were able to purchase 
a second parcel of 62 acres 
adjacent to the first. 

I love to listen to our older 
sisters tell stories of how they 
drove out on Sunday afternoons 
to walk the Pepper Pike property 
and muse on what the future 
would hold.  We remember well 
the many sacrifices we made to 
make this new home a reality.  
We cherish our many friends and 
donors who helped us meet the 

monthly mortgage.  There was 
great jubilation the day we burned 
the mortgage in our chapel.  

This Pepper Pike location 
represents the fourth home of 
the Ursuline Sisters since coming 
to Cleveland in 1850.  Our first 
Motherhouse was located at East 
6th and Euclid Avenue.  It was 
here that one month after arriving 
in Cleveland our sisters opened 
a boarding and day school for 
300 pupils in the Motherhouse.  
Imagine, just a few hundred feet 
from Public Square!  

As the City of Cleveland began 
to grow around the Euclid Ave. 
property, the location was no 
longer suitable for the sisters� 
ministry of education.  In 1890, our 
sisters moved the Motherhouse 
and school to a new location on 
East 55th Street.  Circumstances 
again necessitated another move 
in 1941.  The Motherhouse was 
moved to Villa Angela, to the 
northeast side of Cleveland on the 
shores of Lake Erie.    

God has been good to our 
Congregation.  Good friends 
like you have made it possible 
for our sisters to maintain a 
vibrant response to the needs 
of the Church and the people 
of Cleveland by continuing our 
mission of transformation through 
lives of contemplation, justice and 
compassion.

We love welcoming friends 
to our home.  If you have never 
visited our Motherhouse please 
come. Give me a call and I will be 
happy to arrange a visit. 

Yours in St. Angela, 

Sister Angelita, OSU
President 
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland

The Ursuline Sisters News is 
published four times a year for 
friends and supporters of the 
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland.

Sister Susan Durkin 
Director of Development,
sdurkin@ursulinesisters.org
or (440) 449-1200, Ext. 105.
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Born out of the need for an 
Ursuline Motherhouse, the 
Century Club today continues 
to help assure our sisters 
have a safe, comfortable 
place to live. Since October 
1958, when we first moved 
into our home, Century Club 
funds have supported efforts 
to expand, reconfigure and 
maintain our home to meet the 
needs of our congregation. (See 
timeline on pages 2 and 3).

   Our 200,000-square-foot 
Motherhouse accommodates 
approximately 100 bedrooms, 
including those in our Saint 
Angela Center; all of our 
administrative offices; tutoring, 

art, music, massage, Reiki, 
mindfulness meditation, 
craniosacral therapy and 
psychology ministries; 
and space for community 
meetings and meals, 
and business rentals. 

   This year, 21st Century 
Club donations will continue 
to help provide for capital 
improvements. Projects for 
which we�ve received estimates 
and hope to complete over 
the next several years total 
$700,000�in addition to five 
projects for which we have 
not yet received estimates 
and those that will inevitably 
surface without warning.  

   Planned projects include 
a parking lot expansion; 
sidewalk, roadway and parking 
lot maintenance and lighting; 
elevator repair and update; 
tile and mortar work; loading 
dock repair and more.

   Projects that impact the 
sisters� safety are the highest 
on our priority list. For instance, 
a top priority is refurbishing the 
main elevator to our bedrooms 
in the motherhouse. This is 
critical for our sisters who are 
still ambulatory, yet struggle 
with stairs. Another top priority 
involves asphalt repairs to 
a parking lot, as uneven 
pavement is a safety hazard.

21st Century Club critical to continued 
care and maintenance of Motherhouse

As we enter the new year, our congregation 
is preparing to make critical decisions 
regarding the Directions we will pursue 
and who will lead us through 2012.

   We selected the following Directions 
during our last Chapter in 2004:

�	� We commit ourselves to a congregational 
process of revitalization and 
transformation based on contemplation, 
justice and compassion.

�	� We commit ourselves to revitalize our 
ministry focus to empowerment, direct 
service and systemic change for and 
among the oppressed, especially women 
and children, both locally and globally.

   Each sister is called to study and consider 
the Vision for 2008 Chapter as she prepares 

to vote as a delegate or support the 
process otherwise. Our Vision Statement:
�Invites us to look at these same (2004) 
Directions in light of present realities 
and beyond � Going deeper into our 
Directions offers us a challenge to perceive 
this new deed and to respond to it for 
the sake of Earth and all peoples.�

    Chapter delegates, approximately 
120 sisters, will determine how we will 
expand upon our current directions 
during the Jan. 18-21 Chapter session. 
The sisters will gather again Feb. 22-
24 for the second part of Chapter to 
elect a leadership team to guide the 
congregation in the implementation of 
the Directions. Members of the new team 
will begin their four-year terms in June.  

Chapter 2008 

Ursuline Sisters’ Motherhouse, 1958



Richard J. Lamb, one of nine 
members of the first Ursuline 
Advisory Board established 
in 1941, suggested forming 
a �Century Club� prior to 
the fire, whereby yearly 
contributions toward a 
motherhouse would be made 
in small amounts. Seven 
days after the fire at Saint 
Joseph Seminary, the Century 
Club was established. 

Century Club donations and bank 
loans funded construction of the 
Motherhouse, which was completed 
in 1958. At the time, the congregation 
did not have the means to build a 
chapel so daily Mass was said in the 
community room, which we today refer 
to as the �Merici Conference Room.�

Construction of our Chapel 
of the Most Holy Trinity and 
Klyn Hall�each with the 
capacity to accommodate 
500 people�was 
completed in 1968. When 
the Motherhouse was 
built in 1958, no single 
room was large enough 
to hold all 438 members 
of the community.

�  �  Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland

URSuLINE

Sister M. Ligouri (left) and Sister Kieran
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“Top priority for the Ursulines in 1950 was a new Motherhouse. Fire had 

destroyed Saint Joseph’s Seminary four years previously. The teaching sisters 

living there had been assigned to different convents, but the senior retired 

sisters had taken up residence at Villa Angela. There, quarters were cramped, 

facilities inadequate and available space for a growing community, non-existent. 

The increasing number of pupils seeking admission to the academy could not 

be accepted. Of 189 applicants for September, 1956, only 100 could be enrolled.” 

Excerpted from “The House that Prayer Built” by Sister Michael Francis
Published in Look to this Day, Ursuline Frontiers and Horizons, 1950-1975.

On the anniversary of 
the canonization of Saint 
Angela Merici, May 24, 
1974, the Ursulines paid off 
the Motherhouse mortgage.

Friends and family helped 
fund construction of the Saint 
Angela Center (for our aged 
and infirm sisters) in 1992. 
The Center opened in 1993.

Changing congregational 
needs prompted 
Motherhouse renovations�
completed in 2004�
to retrofit the building 
to accommodate more 
ministries and to offer 
meeting rental space 
to area businesses and 
organizations.

From left, Sisters M. Lucy, Mary Paul and M. Sylvester
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