Sister Beverly Ann witnesses trials of justice
Shares reflection on visit to Sister Diane at Alderson Federal Prison
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On Good Friday I found myself in the company of three Ursuline sisters driving through the
rolling hills of Ohio and Appalachia to visit Diane at Alderson Federal Prison camp which houses
1,000 women.
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His daughter's story is typical of the majority of women in U.S. prisons who are serving time
for non-violent crimes of petty theft, drugs, and prostitution. She is serving three years because of
a "conspiracy" charge with her boyfriend who is serving 27 years for a drug crime. Women are
prosecuted for conspiracy, i.e., having knowledge of the crime, and must prove that they did not
have knowledge. This is difficult to do even in the best of circumstances when the woman can
afford a private lawyer. In addition, women are less likely to provide the prosecutor with insider

information for a plea bargain, thus their sentences are often not shortened (National Council on
Crime and Delinquency, 2006). Her story also reflects the 75 percent of women in prison who
are mothers with children serving their sentences along with them; an estimated 721,500 State
and Federal prisoners are parents to 1,498,800 children under age 18. Twenty-two percent of all
minor children with a parent in prison were under 5 years old (Bureau of Justice Statistics).
These children, of course, have a significantly increased risk factor for incarceration.
The visiting room we sat in recalled my novitiate visiting Sundays when I was allowed to see
my family: families sitting in circles with children running around. In addition to the reassurance I felt when seeing Diane, the image that stays with me is that of the long procession of
women pouring out of the building and walking down the hill to eat lunch. It rained on Holy
Saturday and women were carrying umbrellas and wearing rain ponchos. Some of the women
were walking with canes. The distance to eat a meal is approximately half a mile.
Diane is thinner and sleep deprived. She is on a top bunk which is very close to the ceiling
light which is never turned off. These few “creature comforts” and losing her freedom aside,
she said she has never felt freer and the kindness of the women inmates is getting her through it
all.
She will be released May 8. If you care to drop her a line, her address is:
Diane T. Pinchot
#93612-020
FPC Alderson
Federal Prison Camp
Glen Ray Road, Box A
Alderson, WV 24910

