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Dear Friends:

In her novel Kingdom of the Blind, Louise Penny’s 
Inspector Armand Gamache recalls a poem by an English 
poet consisting of a list of things he had loved. Noting 
that the poet found consolation in the trenches of WWI 
making these lists, Gamache takes up the practice. 
Whenever in dangerous or difficult situations, he too, 
“made mental lists and followed the things I love, the 
people I love, back to sanity.*” In one scene, Gamache 
finds himself with several others in a house that has collapsed around them. Buried 
in the rubble, he recites his list: Holding hands with his grandchildren, his wife’s 
name over and over, the first log fire of fall, croissants, the smell of grass, etc., etc. 

This may sound a bit sobering for a letter to our friends and benefactors as we look 
toward summer, as we celebrate our 10th Derby Day, acknowledge new ministries, 
and settle into our beautiful new home. Truth be told, though, sometimes it seems 
as if the world is collapsing around us – with natural disasters across the planet, our 
nation in turmoil, the church in crisis (again), educational institutions failing, and 
religious life itself pondering its future. And we suffer personal losses, too – deaths, 
or health challenges, or betrayals that break our hearts. 

So, how do we find a way back 
to sanity and hope? Perhaps the 
simplest way is to acknowledge God’s 
abundant gifts, manifested daily in the 
people and things we have loved – 
and still love. My list at the moment: 
the faithful witness of my Ursuline 
Sisters, living and dead, too numerous 
to mention by name; my mother’s 
kindness – and her feistiness; my 

father’s care; my grandnephew’s smile; Psalms for Praying; conversations with good 
friends; praying on our front porch; a cup of tea; potato chips; a lake view, any 
lake; the first real spring day in northeast Ohio; and all of you, our Ursuline family 
members, students, colleagues, and friends. 

In the chaos of life, my list of loves goes on and on. You might try this practice too. 
And if you do, I hope the Cleveland Ursulines make your list. Blessings and peace to 
you and all you love. 

Gratefully,

Sister Joanne Gross

*p. 80, Louise Penny, Kingdom of the Blind. New York, Minotaur Books, 2018 
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8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
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Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving 
Day and Friday after Thanksgiving. 

We may be closed during holidays, but our 
WEB DONATION PAGE is always OPEN and 
SECURE! https://secure.ursulinesisters.org/
Donation.php

Please remember the Ursuline Sisters in 
your will.

Sister Joanne Gross

Perhaps the simplest way 
is to acknowledge God’s 
abundant gifts, manifested 
daily in the people and 
things we have loved – and 
still love



Denise Penza and Lisa McCall  

enjoy the evening’s events.Members of the Petersen family 
celebrate Derby Day and  

Sister Joan Petersen’s birthday.

Sister M. Praxedes (center) welcomes Sisters Miram Erb and Judith Ann Karam.

DERBY DAY 2019

2019: Celebrating ten great years  
of Ursuline Derby Day!

The City View Room at First Energy Stadium provided its unique views of the Cleveland cityscape for sisters and guests of 
the special Tenth Annual Ursuline Derby Day. It was a fun-filled evening highlighting the 145th “run for the roses” and 
generating financial support for the Ursuline Sisters. Guests enjoyed a slide show highlighting the previous nine Derby 
Days, and a hearty THANK YOU for contributing to the success of this fundraiser. Over the past nine years, Ursuline Derby 
Day has raised nearly $1.3 million for the Ursuline Sisters.

The evening featured the presentation of the Merici Award 
to Ursuline friend and supporter Elaine Kason by Sister 
Susan Durkin, congregational president. This award was 
created in 2009 to recognize those who live and act in 
the spirit of Ursuline foundress Saint Angela Merici. Elaine 
has been a long-time supporter and friend of the Ursuline 
Sisters and has served generously as Derby Day Chair for 
all ten years of the event. We were delighted to be able to 
honor her in this way.

Derby guests again enjoyed the excitement of the horse race 
raffle, 50/50 drawing, basket raffle, live auction, and wine 
pull. To celebrate this landmark 10th Ursuline Derby Day, 
every attendee was given a commemorative shot glass with 
a free raffle ticket for a wonderful 10th Anniversary basket.

Thanks to our sponsors, underwriters, horse owners, in-kind 
service providers, basket and wine donors, volunteers and 

guests. Special thanks to Andrew Grover, our faithful friend 
and Derby emcee and auctioneer. We couldn’t have done it 
without him. 

Mark your calendar for next year’s  
Ursuline Derby Day,

We hope to see you there.

Saturday, 
May 2, 2020

Sister Susan Zion (second from left)  

and friends celebrate.

Sister Susan Durkin congratulates Merici Award winner Elaine Kason.

Andrew Grover has been MC 
since the first Ursuline Derby Day.

Spring 2019 • 3



CAMPAIGN UPDATE

The four sisters and a lay companion who crossed the sea 
in 1850 must have been wondering what awaited them. 
Setting sail with bold faith was just the beginning of the 
journey. All along the way and over the decades, the 
Ursuline Sisters asked, “Where to from here?” As needs 
changed, as the world and church changed, the sisters 
adapted to meet new challenges. 

Every stage of planning, designing, and constructing Merici 
Crossings had one goal: how can the Ursuline Sisters better 
love and care for the people God calls them to serve? Now 
settling into their new home, sixty-eight sisters can explore 
how God is calling them to serve. With the same bold faith 
of all the sisters before, they ask with passion and wonder, 
“Where do we go from here?” They once again set sail.

The sisters wanted Merici Crossings to incorporate 
meaningful items to connect them to their history. The 
chapel’s tabernacle is the very one that came with the 
sisters from France. 
(Can you hear Mother 
Superior saying to the 
sisters, “Don’t forget the 
tabernacle.”) The altar 
will be fashioned from a 
tree cut from the sisters’ 
property. Stained glass 
windows from the prior 
motherhouse now hang 
suspended in the new 
residence. Artifacts from 
the sisters’ mission in 
El Salvador, including a 
display honoring Ursuline 

In a moment that transcended time during the blessing ceremony for Merici 
Crossings on April 1, Sister Susan Durkin gifted to Bishop Nelson Perez and 
the Diocese of Cleveland the episcopal ring of Bishop Amadeus Rappe, the 
first bishop of Cleveland. It was Bishop Rappe who had invited the Ursuline 
Sisters of Boulogne, France to join him in caring for the growing Catholic 
community on the shores of Lake Erie. The gift of Bishop Rappe’s ring—from 
him to the sisters in deep gratitude and now from the sisters back to the 
diocese—affirms the bond of love and service lived across 169 years among 
the people of Cleveland and Northeast Ohio.

Sister Dorothy Kazel, one of four church women murdered 
in 1980, are housed in the great room.

The sisters also bring to Merici Crossings deep gratitude  
for friends, family, and alumni who supported the Bold 
Faith | Building a Future Campaign. The campaign 
exceeded the original goal of $8 million. More than 
1,184 donors—individuals, families, and foundations—
came together to raise over $9.5 million. The sisters are 
especially grateful to the Moran Family Foundation and an 
Anonymous donor for their matching gifts that inspired 
many new donors to support the campaign.

At the beginning of the campaign in 2016, the Ursuline 
Sisters put their trust in the assuring words of their 
foundress, St. Angela Merici: Pray to God; place yourself in 
God’s hands, for without doubt, since you have been given 
this mission, God will likewise give you the means to fulfill 
it. Bold faith, indeed.

WELCOME TO  
MERICI CROSSINGS: 
WHERE TO FROM HERE?

Bishop Nelson Perez joins the sisters for a prayer service to bless the new residence.

Sr. Susan presents Bishop Perez with the 
episcopal ring of Bishop Amadeus Rappe.
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Archival items from Sister Dorothy Kazel, one of the four 
church women martyred in El Salvador in 1980

Mayor Richard Bain of Pepper Pike, Sister Susan Durkin and 
Bishop Perez join in the celebration.

Tabernacle, brought by the 
sisters from France in 1850, now 

resides in the new chapel.

Sr. Martha explains the history 
of the stained glass windows in 

the entryway.

Bishop Perez walked through the 
building with a few of the sisters 
blessing the various rooms on the first 
floor. Later that afternoon, relatives of 
the sisters, the Ursuline College faculty 
and staff as well as our co-workers 
toured the new residence.

Bishop Perez 
blesses  

Merici Crossings,
April 1, 2019

Sisters open their suites to guests. Family members gather for refreshments.
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Two of these Sisters, Sister Kathleen Ogrin and Sister 
Kathleen Foster, work to “unwrap” the significance of this 
phrase as it is revealed in the way in which they chose to live 
their lives in God’s presence on their life-long faith journey.

Both were born in Cleveland to faith-filled supportive families 
who valued praying together and to whom they attribute 
their vocation. They were “gifted” with a strong foundation 
of faith, which continued to grow when they attended 
Catholic schools: Sister Kathleen Foster at Holy Cross (Our 
Lady of the Lake), and Sister Kathleen Ogrin at St. Joseph 
Collinwood and St. Paul parishes. At these places they both 
met the Ursuline Sisters who greatly influenced them in 
their young lives and who are fondly remembered by both 
as caring, dedicated and excellent teachers. Years later 

many of their favorite teachers became friends with whom 
they lived and worked as Ursuline Sisters. Among the fond 
memories from this time, Sister Kathy Ogrin remembered 
how her mother, who was a seamstress, was often called 
upon to help the sisters with their sewing projects.

The “two Kathys” (as they are fondly called) first met  
when they attended high school at Villa Angela Academy 
and quickly became friends—a friendship that would 
continue throughout their lives. At Villa Angela, the 
Ursuline Sisters again continued their influence as 
teachers, friends and mentors. 

Sister Mary Afra, (Anne Marie Kocab) was a significant “role 
model” and thereby contributed greatly to the decision 

Sisters Kathleen Ogrin and Kathleen Foster  
find new ways  

to serve their Ursuline Sisters

“ALL IS GRACE, ALL IS GIFT.”

A group of Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland considered this phrase to be such a meaningful description 
of their lives, that they incorporated it as the theme of their Silver Jubilee celebration in 1987 and 

then again 25 year later in 2012 for their Golden Jubilee celebration.

SISTER SPOTLIGHT

Sisters Kathleen Ogrin and Kathleen Foster chat with Light of Hearts resident Sister Barbara Eppich.
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each Kathy made to enter the Ursuline community after 
high school. 

Family, church, friends and Ursuline teachers are considered 
blessings and truly great gifts from God in the lives and 
faith journeys of these two young women. They realize that 
gifts that are given are meant to be shared.

The spiritual and educational opportunities that Sisters 
Kathy Foster and Kathy Ogrin received as Ursulines 
deepened their prayer life, their appreciation for the spirit 
of St. Angela their foundress, and their desire to serve 
others in ministry.

The “two Kathleens” journeyed together through 
religious formation in the community prior to and during 
the changes of Vatican II, and attended college degree 
programs at Ursuline College and St. John College and 
later (for Kathleen Ogrin) at Kent State. These experiences 
gave them a firm foundation not only as members of 
a religious community, but also as participants in the 
Church’s outreach ministry to others.

The Spirit was leading them in all their transitions. 
Throughout their religious life, they discerned and entered 
into similar ministry activities. Initially they both taught 
young children in various elementary schools in the 
Diocese of Cleveland. 

During that time, they were asked to work on a math 
curriculum for the Diocesan parish schools, “New Ways in 
Numbers”. This endeavor called for a use of completely 
different gifts, and these two Ursulines were instrumental 
in seeing the project through to completion while still 
teaching full time.

They both were led to and responded to another call that 
placed them in the role of administrators in a school, Sister 
Kathy Ogrin at St. Mary Magdalene, and Sister Kathy Foster 
at St. Robert School. 

Their great love for children then directed them to a 
ministry in Early Childhood Education, working with 
young children from 6 weeks to five years of age along 

with their parents. Sister Kathleen Foster ministered to 
families at Up with Kids housed at St. Margaret Mary, and 
Kathleen Ogrin ministered at Holy Family Learning Center 
in Lakewood where she began working at St. Augustine 
Academy with the Sisters of Holy Family of Nazareth. She 
later became the director of an ever-growing integrative 
program with Lakewood Catholic Academy. As director, 
she worked with teachers, child care workers, parents and 
of course, the children.

These sisters faithfully followed the guidance of the Spirit, 
and now, after their illustrious journeys in the field of 
education, they have retired—which simply means they 
have found a different ministry in which to share their gifts 
with others.

At present they are working together with a Wellness Team 
of the Ursuline congregation, to meet the needs of other 
Ursulines who currently reside at Regina Health Care Center 
in Richfield and Light of Hearts Villa in Bedford. Sister Irene 
Charette, who resides at Light of Heart’s Villa, related, 
“The ‘Kathy Team’ comes to Light of Hearts Villa every 
Wednesday bearing cheer and greetings from the sisters at 
Merici Crossings and Regina Health Center.” In addition to 
the joy they share, they deliver mail, including community 
news. It is a good way for the sisters to keep in touch. 
Sister Therese Martin, a resident at Regina commented, 
“The addition of Kathleen Ogrin and Kathleen Foster to 
the Wellness Team was a brilliant idea! Now our immediate 
shopping needs are generally met within days. We are 
grateful to them and to the entire Wellness Team for all 
their help.”

The two Kathleens are truly an example to others that, as 
they state, “It is indeed a gift and a privilege to be able to 
journey together and now with our nuns at this time in 
their lives.” 

They truly are and have been examples of a life journey that 
recognizes throughout the years that “all is grace and all is 
gift” and reflect the joyful fulfillment of a life lived out for 
others. “God has truly been with us on this path, and has 
richly blessed us,” declare “the two Kathys” – Sisters Kathy 
Ogrin and Kathy Foster.

The spiritual and educational opportunities 
that Sisters Kathy Foster and Kathy Ogrin 
received as Ursulines deepened their 
prayer life, their appreciation for the 
spirit of St. Angela their foundress, and 
their desire to serve others in ministry.

“The ‘Kathy Team’ comes to Light of Hearts 
Villa every Wednesday bearing cheer 
and greetings from the sisters at Merici 
Crossings and Regina Health Center.”
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“That’s just how these kids are!” There is an innate 
goodness that she sees in each child, and believes her role 
is to help each child to see it, too. 

If God writes straight with crooked lines, then apparently 
God is writing Sister Ruth’s life story. She discovered 
her true Ursuline vocation as a nurse—in a teaching 
community! Right from the start as a novice, she loved to 
help the older and ill sisters in the Infirmary, doing more for 
them than she was assigned and getting to know the sisters 
better at the same time. This experience sparked her desire 
to become a nurse. 

Once Ruth had her nursing degree, she worked in the 
infirmary for a few years. During this time she also had 
a desire to serve with the Cleveland Mission Team in El 
Salvador and requested a change of ministry to that war-
torn and wounded country. Sister Ruth served there from 
late 1983 to 1986, starting just less than three years after 

Sister Dorothy Kazel and her companions were martyred 
and while the war was still going on. 

After returning to Cleveland from El Salvador, Sister Ruth 
took a refresher course in nursing and then worked at 
MetroHealth Hospital for a year. When Sister Patricia 
McCaffrey, then the administrating nurse of the sisters’ 
infirmary, moved from that role to teaching in the Breen 
School of Nursing at Ursuline College, Ruth took over as 
administrator. This was during the building of the new St. 
Angela Center, the nursing facility for the sisters that was 
added to the motherhouse building. 

Sister Ruth furthered her education by earning a Master’s 
Degree in nursing at Kent State University. During that 
period, she did clinicals at sites that included Neighborhood 
Family Practice and Hospice of the Western Reserve. Her 
experience and education proved fruitful for her when 
she was hired after graduation by Neighborhood Family 

SISTER RUTH URBANSKI 
AND THE CHILDREN AT HOUSE OF 

CHAMPIONS
Sister Ruth Urbanski recently started ministering at the House of Champions, an after-school program for 

some students at Urban Community and Metro Catholic Schools. When at the house, she took a serious fall 
that twisted her knee and made it impossible for her to get up. While waiting for the ambulance to arrive, 
two of the children in the house wanted to comfort her; one offered her a blanket to keep her warm, the 

other offered a teddy bear to keep her company!

Sister Ruth Urbanski shepherds children into House of Champions  
as Sister Mary Kay Conkey (right) welcomes them.

SISTER SPOTLIGHT
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Practice, providing health care to the uninsured and 
underinsured. She worked there for about eight years, 
and was the clinic manager by the time she left to work at 
Hospice, where she ministered for 18 years.

Recently and after 40 years of nursing, Ruth was ready to 
change to something different. Before nursing became her 
primary profession and ministry, she enjoyed working with 
Ursuline Sister M. Adelbert at her Holy Trinity/St. Edward 
summer program for children in the city. She also taught 
Parish School of Religion to hearing impaired children. At 
one point, she assisted Jack Goldfarb in wiring the learning 
centers at the new Villa Angela Academy building which 
opened in 1971. Ruth also took part in Ursuline College 
professor Dr. Gary Polster’s Frontier Day Camp, a summer 
program for learning disabled children held every summer 
on the campus of the college. 

Because she had always enjoyed working with children, 
Ruth decided to pursue a ministry that included kids. When 
an opportunity to work at House of Champions opened up, 
she seized it. 

Until the day of her accident, Sister Ruth and the six kids 
at her House of Champions building (there are two; one 
recently built and opened, and the older one next door; 
that is her place of ministry) followed a regular after-school 
routine. Ruth uses the early afternoon hours to prepare 
activities to engage the kids when they arrive after school. 

Children from Metro Catholic School arrive earliest, around 
2:30. The students from Urban Community School come by 
3:15. Snack time is first, which includes table talk about the 
most exciting thing or the funniest thing that happened at 
school during the day. A positive atmosphere and attitude 
are set for the rest of the evening. 

After snacks and chats, Sr. Ruth offers a number of craft 
activities or games, such as body percussion, board games, 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) projects that 
stir young imaginations and foster cooperation among the 
children. If the weather is good, playing outdoors tops all 
other activities! 

Homework time is from 4:30 to 5:15 or 5:30. Volunteers 
help tutor; adults, high school or upper grade school 

students help, giving the kids new people to meet as well 
as keeping homework time interesting.

After homework, the children get ready for supper by 
washing their hands and setting the table. During dinner, 
Ruth encourages the children to talk about the day’s highs 
and lows—and uses the opportunity to help them learn 
proper table manners and conversation. One student 
starts, then when finished chooses the next one to speak. 
Everyone gets the chance to share his or her story. 

When supper is over, it’s time to clean up and the kids help 
with the jobs. By 8:00 students leave for home and carry 
not only their books but their good experiences back with 
them to their families.

Sister Ruth believes that having 6-8 children participate in 
the program at a time is an advantage. “They can bond 
with each other, learn respect and good relationships. They 
get to know how to respect boundaries.” 

Of course, they are kids, and sometimes a situation can get 
tense or nearly out of hand. In that instance, Sister Ruth 
has them stop and review the house rules by reciting them 
aloud. The main rule is the Golden Rule! Learning to put 
respect for others first is cardinal, as Ruth states, “This is 
investing in a future we’ll never see, but they’ll see. The 
ideas are there; I hope I am planting a seed for them.” 

Sister Ruth does not rely solely on her own experience, rich 
as it may be. She does a lot of research and reading so she 
can do the best for the children at House of Champions. 
And she has learned a lot besides. “The experience has 
changed my life. I know how important kindness and 
openness are for these kids. I hope I can make a difference 
in their lives, instill confidence, and help them see that they 
can be and can do good, that they ARE good!” 

“They are good and they are loved, and they can give it 
back.” …whether as a blanket or a teddy bear to someone 
in need.

“This is investing in a future we’ll never 
see, but they’ll see. The ideas are there;  
I hope I am planting a seed for them.” 

“The experience has changed my life. 
I know how important kindness and 
openness are for these kids. I hope I can 
make a difference in their lives, instill 
confidence, and help them see that  
they can be and can do good, that they 
ARE good!”
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OBITUARIES

Lisa left classroom teaching in 1985. After her marriage, 
she began to work with her mother at the family business, 
a restaurant in Lakewood. They not only owned the 
business, they owned the building. This meant that they 
were responsible for maintaining 
both the building and the restaurant. 
Apartments above the restaurant 
were rented out to tenants. Lisa 
gained valuable experience in 
maintaining the building along with 
the business itself. 

In 2004, the restaurant was sold, 
and Lisa found employment at GE 
in Nela Park, managing the catering 
service and the conference center. Five years later, she 
began working at Presti Bakery in Little Italy as general 
manager. She was at Presti for six years before taking on an 
administrative assistant position at Famous Supply, an HVAC 
and plumbing wholesale company. Her employment there 
became a blessing in disguise. Famous Supply was truly a 
family-owned business, so they understood Lisa’s need to 
take time to care for her mother as her mother declined. 
Lisa worked there until she started her job at Merici 
Crossings in 2019.

It turns out that all of her previous experience, as well as 
her familiarity with the Ursuline Sisters, prepared her for her 
new career at Merici Crossings. 

Lisa’s position involves caring for the maintenance and 
housekeeping of the new sisters’ residence. She also 
manages the rest of the managers there: Lola Tarasco in 
health and wellness, Chef Art Bennett in the kitchen food 

service, Bill Rider in maintenance, 
and Ted Crease in IT. Each of these 
managers oversees his or her own 
department; all communicate 
with Lisa so she can coordinate 
all the services in the building and 
troubleshoot any problem that arises. 

Although Lisa McCall is a newcomer 
to the management team, she says 
she “always felt welcome.” The 

others on the team have been with the Ursulines for a 
number of years, serving in the old 2600 Lander building. 
“Experienced staff is a blessing,” Lisa explains. “People put 
effort into keeping me up to speed on what happens in the 
building. Sister Barbara Jean (Sever) is a big factor because 
of her expertise about everything and by organizing the 
entire move from 2600 to Merici Crossings.”

Welcome,  
Lisa McCall,  
Director of Operations
One could say that Lisa McCall has some 
Ursuline in her DNA. Her mother attended 
Sacred Heart Academy and Ursuline College. 
Lisa went to Christ the King school, Beaumont, 
Ursuline College, and spent six years from 
1979 to 1985 teaching at St. Clare School. Her 
daughter and nieces all went to Beaumont. 
Lisa’s own mother was firm in the decision that 
her children would be educated by Ursulines. 
So it is no mystery that Lisa McCall fits well 
and comfortably into her new role of Merici 
Crossings Director of Operations. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Sister Joan Tomchey (left) shares a good story with Lisa McCall.

Lisa’s position involves 
caring for the maintenance 
and housekeeping of the 
new sisters’ residence. She 
also manages the rest of 
the managers...

Although Lisa McCall is a newcomer 
to the management team, she says she 
“always felt welcome.”
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Memorial donations may be made to the Ursuline Sisters at www.ursulinesisters.org.

OBITUARIES

Remembering Sister Mary Irene Kane
Sister Mary Irene spent her entire 
56-year ministry career in elementary 
education. The congenial and faith-filled 
woman with the twinkling blue eyes 
died March 22 at Regina Health Center 
(RHC) in Richfield where she had been in 
residence since May 2017. She was 80 
years old.

Mary Rita Kane was born July 15, 1938 
in Youngstown, Ohio, the third daughter 
born to Francis and Florence (Carroll) 
Kane. Her mother died tragically in childbirth two years 
later, and within a few years’ time Francis married 
Rosemary Austgen. Together they had five more children.

Mary joined the Ursulines in 1956 from St. Joseph 
Parish, Cuyahoga Falls. At her reception ceremony 
she was given the name Mary Irene. She professed 
final vows in 1962. She earned bachelor and master’s 
degrees in education from St. John College.

She enjoyed teaching tenures at St. Clare 
(Lyndhurst), St. Ann (Cleveland Heights), St. 
John Bosco (Parma Heights), Christ the King 
(East Cleveland) and St. Joseph (Avon Lake) 
where she also served six years as principal.

Sister Mary Irene retired from classroom 
teaching in 2006 and moved to the 
motherhouse to serve as co-director 
and tutor in the Ursuline Institute of 
Learning. She also served as transportation 
coordinator at the motherhouse until 

her move to Richfield, where she helped facilitate 
communications between the motherhouse and her 
Ursuline community at RHC.

Sister Mary Irene is survived by siblings Kathleen 
Petrovic, Ann Laubert, John Kane, Edward Kane (Carol), 
Susan Kane, Christine Kane and James Kane (Patti), and 
many nieces and nephews.

Remembering Sister Joann Kessler
Sister Joann Kessler (formerly Sister 
M. Herman) will be remembered as a 
dedicated and faith-filled woman with 
dogged determination and spirit. She 
died March 29 at Regina Health Center in 
Richfield where she had been in residence 
since March 2013. She was 93 years old.

Josephine Ann Kessler was born July 19, 
1925 in Lakewood, Ohio, the third child 
born to Herman and Agnes (Lee) Kessler.

Joann grew up in Cleveland and attended St. Jerome 
School. Within months of her graduation from 
Villa Angela Academy, Joann joined the Ursuline 
congregation. At her reception ceremony she was 
given the name Mary Herman. She professed final 
vows in 1950. She began her ministry career as a 
classroom teacher with tenures at Holy Cross (Euclid), 

Christ the King (East Cleveland), St. Clare 
(Lyndhurst), St. Jerome (Cleveland) and 
St. Joseph (Collinwood) where she also 
served as principal. She left the classroom 
in 1967 to serve as director of Martin de 
Porres Center, a social service agency in 
Cleveland’s Hough area. During a time of 
volatility and rioting, Sister Joann provided 
hope and service at the Center.  

She followed her years of city ministry with 
tenures as treasurer at Beaumont School, 

and Director of Financial Aid at Ursuline College. A lover 
of community and history, Sister Joann spent several 
years as congregational archivist. Her final ministry was 
to assist in the congregational treasurer’s office.  

Sister Joann is survived by loving nieces and nephews.  
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Have a new address? 
Email? Phone number?

Please help us update your 
personal information.  

Call Sister Elaine at 
440.229.5624 or  

440.449.1200 ext. 5624 
or email  

eberkopec@ursulinesisters.org. 

Thank you!

Thank you for making the last 
decade of Ursuline Derby Days such 

an overwhelming success!
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