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Statue of Saint Angela Merici,  
Foundress of the Ursuline Sisters.  

This photo was used in the 
design of the 2025 Merici Award 
presented to our four founding 

institutions at Ursuline Derby Day. 
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Dear Friends,

As I write this letter, the Church—and others—are 
mourning the death of Pope Francis. Part of the 
legacy he left the world is symbolized by the title of 
one of his books: The Name of God is Mercy. 

We Ursuline sisters recommit to living in ways that 
demonstrate that mercy. We do it in union with you 
who have joined us in this effort. You’ll read here of 
an additional building at House of Champions which 
provides after school care; about the anniversary of 
the death of Sister Joanne 
Marie Mascha and our work 
of many years against the 
death penalty; and about 
the 45th anniversary of 
the Salvadoran Martyrs, 
including Ursuline Sister 
Dorothy Kazel. 

Plans continue for the 
celebration of the 175th 
anniversary of the arrival of 
the Ursulines in Cleveland. 
We give thanks for God’s 
grace to our community 
all these decades—and our gratitude includes you who have walked with us in 
community work, attended our events, and shared generously of your resources. 
You’ll be hearing more about the anniversary in the months ahead.

In this issue we say farewell to two of our sisters: Sister Patricia Mulhern and 
Sister Kathleen Cooney. When good people like them, as well those among your 
own family and friends, are no longer with us, we feel their absence. Then we are 
invited by the Spirit to step up and help fill the gap of goodness their passing 
has created.

To return to Pope Francis, we conclude with a quote of his, delivered at a TED talk 
in 2017: “The future has a name and it is Hope.”  May all of us be a part in creating 
that future.

Lovingly in St. Angela Merici,

Sister Maureen Grady OSU

PLEASE HELP US keep our records current with your new or changed email address. 

Call Mary Moran at 440-229-5607 or email her at mmoran@ursulinesisters.org.

SPRING 2025 NEWSLETTER

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE SCHEDULE

Normal business day hours are  
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Normally CLOSED on Christmas Eve  
and Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and  
New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day,  
Good Friday, Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and  
Friday after Thanksgiving. 

We may be closed during holidays, but our  
WEB DONATION PAGE is always OPEN  
and SECURE!  
www.ursulinesisters.org/support-us/
donate

LEAVE A LEGACY. Remember the 
Ursuline Sisters in your will. For more 
information about planned giving, 
contact Michele Fusco Scoccola, Director 
of Philanthropy and Engagement at 
mscoccola@ursulinesisters.org. 

The Ursuline Sisters News is  
published three times a year for  
friends and supporters of the  
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland.

WOULD YOU RATHER  
RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTERS 
ELECTRONICALLY? 
Contact Mary Moran at the number  
or email below.

Michele Fusco Scoccola
Director of Philanthropy and Engagement
mscoccola@ursulinesisters.org
(440) 229-5634

Mary Moran
Editor/Director of Marketing and 
Communications
mmoran@ursulinesisters.org
(440) 229-5607

Sue Angell
Philanthropy Associate and Grants Manager
sangell@ursulinesisters.org
(440) 229-5603

Kathy Pestotnik
Fundraising Operations and  
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kpestotnik@ursulinesisters.org
(440) 229-5624

Message from Leadership

Sister Maureen Grady

We give thanks for God’s 
grace to our community 
all these decades—and our 
gratitude includes you who 
have walked with us in 
community work, attended 
our events, and shared 
generously of your resources.
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The Journey of  
Forgiveness and Mercy

By Ursuline Sisters to Abolish the Death Penalty Committee

Teacher, librarian, liturgical dancer, advocate for peace, and lover of all God’s creation — Sister Joanne Marie 
Mascha was all of these. To those privileged to call her daughter, sister, aunt, and friend, the woman often 

described as a “gentle soul” was this and so much more. 

Advocacy News

In March of 1995, the Ursuline 
Sisters learned that Sister Joanne 
Marie was missing. The search 
for her led law enforcement 
personnel, sisters in community, 
and her own family members 
to the woods behind our 
motherhouse, a favorite spot of 
Joanne Marie’s for prayer and 
reflection. This place of beauty 
and serenity that once inspired 
happy memories, had suddenly 
become a place of violence and 
tragedy for Joanne Marie and 
for all who knew and loved her. 
Joanne Marie was found shortly 
after her disappearance, having 
been raped and murdered. 

Sister Joanne Marie Mascha

Continued >

30th 
Anniversary 
Memorial 

Service

 This place of beauty and serenity that once 
inspired happy memories, had suddenly become 

a place of violence and tragedy for Joanne 
Marie and for all who knew and loved her.
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Sadly, this was not the Ursulines’ first 
experience of apprehension over a 
missing sister. In 1980, Sister Dorothy 
Kazel and her three companions went 
missing. They, too, were found, raped 
and murdered, in a shallow grave in  
El Salvador. 

For a small, local community of sisters 
to experience such a tragedy once is 
startling. To lose a second member in 
so violent a fashion within a 15-year 
time span is almost inconceivable. Still, 
it was – and is – our reality. The murder 
of Joanne Marie, like the murder of 
Dorothy years before, brought shock 
and grief. It called us to question and  

to lean on our faith. Ultimately, the 
murder of our sister invited us to action 
for justice and for reconciliation as a way 
to honor her and her life.

Soon after Joanne Marie’s death, the 
young man who killed her, was arrested. 
The Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s 
office announced it would be seeking 

the death penalty. In the media 
frenzy that followed, Sister Maureen 
McCarthy, President of the Ursuline 
Sisters at the time, was asked if the 
sisters would support seeking the 
death penalty. Her response was an 
emphatic “no,” adding that as women 
of faith, we did not believe in the 
death penalty. Sisters Maureen, Joanne 
Gross, a civil attorney, and Beverly 
Anne LoGrasso, congregational Social 
Justice coordinator at the time, met 
with prosecutors to declare opposition 
to seeking the death penalty, but the 
prosecutors were unmoved. 

In the days and months leading up 
to the trial, Maureen mobilized the 
vast network of Ursuline Sisters from 
around the world and members 
of the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious (LCWR) to lobby 
the prosecutor’s office opposing the 
death penalty. When the volume 
of letters, phone calls and faxes 
started overloading the Justice 
Center’s communication systems, the 
prosecutors begged Maureen to have 
the sisters stop.

While it was our shared goal to see 
justice served, we also believed that 
justice without mercy is not possible. 
Our advocacy was anchored in our faith 
and in church teaching. We also knew 
that as a woman of peace, Joanne Marie 
would not want us to avenge her death 
by taking the life of another. We not only 
engaged in advocacy but drew on our 
belief in the power of prayer and did so 
in earnest. 

Continued from page 3 Sister Maureen McCarthy, President of the 
Ursuline Sisters at the time, was asked if 
the sisters would support seeking the death 
penalty. Her response was an emphatic “no,” 
adding that as women of faith, we did not 
believe in the death penalty. 

 The sisters gathered for prayer in the chapel at Merici Crossings to remember 
Sister Joanne Marie.
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Ultimately, Joanne Marie’s assailant 
was found guilty, but owing to a jury 
oversight in not attaching the felony-
murder form to their verdict, he was 
spared the death penalty and instead 
received a sentence of 50 years to life. 
But the story does not end there.

This past fall, Ursuline President Laura 
Bregar received a letter which instantly 
transported her and the community 
back 30 years to March 27, 1995, when 
we learned the fate of Joanne Marie. 
It was a letter from the man who took 
Joanne Marie’s life. All the emotion, 
conversations and experiences flooded 
back not only to Laura, but to our 
leadership team, and to Maureen 
McCarthy and Joanne Gross, with 
whom she shared his letter.

In the letter he took responsibility for 
his actions and asked for forgiveness. 
Our leadership, after seeking the 
guidance of professionals and taking 
time for reflection and prayer, ultimately 
responded to the request, granting 
forgiveness. Thirty years after the tragic 
event, through prayer and advocacy, 
the work of justice has finally come full 
circle. While the process of forgiveness 
began with Maureen’s declaring our 
opposition to the death penalty, the 
recent granting of forgiveness and mercy 
has brought a measure of healing … 
to the perpetrator and to those who 
knew and loved Joanne Marie. It was 
a powerful moment, a modern-day 
miracle, for our community. 

Our advocacy efforts to abolish the 
death penalty have never been stronger. 

The path to reconciliation, forgiveness 
and healing takes time; for us, 30 years. 
Had the person who killed Joanne Marie 
been put to death, our community 
and the Mascha family may well have 
missed out on what has proven to 
be a transformative moment, and the 
opportunity to heal, forgive and move 
on with life.

The work continues today. We hope 
you will join us and our partners in 
Ohioans to Stop Executions and Catholic 

Mobilizing Network as we advocate 
for Ohio to be the 24th state in the 
country to abolish the death penalty.  

During this Jubilee Year of Hope, 
we recommit to be women of faith, 
justice, and compassion, offering our 
public witness and lived experience of 
reconciliation and forgiveness as a model 
and reminder that transformation and 
healing are possible. 

We are certain that Joanne Marie, a 
gentle woman of peace who loved and 
honored all of God’s creation, would 
be pleased. In truth, she would expect 
nothing less.  

Please visit: 
 https://otse.org and  

https://catholicsmobilizing.org  
to learn more. 

Annie Shaver, Director of Development and Communications for Ohioans to 
Stop Executions, shares information during our 30th Anniversary prayer service 

to remember Sr. Joanne Marie.

This past fall, Ursuline President Laura Bregar 
received a letter from the man who took Joanne 
Marie’s life. In the letter he took responsibility for 
his actions and asked for forgiveness.

Our advocacy efforts to abolish the death 
penalty have never been stronger. The path to 
reconciliation, forgiveness and healing takes time; 
for us, 30 years. 
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In the Community

The new home, set to open in Fall 2025, comes at a pivotal 
time. The original “little yellow house,” a beloved space leased 
from Urban Community School, will soon be demolished to 
make way for new development. While the little house holds 
many cherished memories, its transition sparked a new chapter.

“Our original location has been a cherished space for our 
ministry,” shared Sister Mary Kay Conkey, OSU, Founder and 
Executive Director. “But the growing demand, combined with 
the need to transition out of our original home, made it clear 
that we needed a second permanent location owned by 
House of Champions.”

House of Champions  
Breaks Ground on New Home

Expansion allows more students to thrive in a 
nurturing, home-like setting

In a heartwarming step forward for Cleveland’s near West Side children, House of Champions has officially broken 
ground on its second permanent location—right next door to its current 3,000-square-foot home. This exciting 

expansion will allow the ministry to grow its reach from 24 to 32 students, opening new doors for young lives to flourish.

Sister Mary Kay Conkey and students   House of Champions new house

Opening  
Fall 2025

Founded in 2013, House of Champions was born from a 
shared concern among three communities of Sisters about 
the growing number of elementary-aged children returning 
to empty homes after school. Sister Mary Kay, along with 
five other Sisters, envisioned something more: a warm, 
stable, family-like environment where students could thrive 
academically, emotionally, and socially.

“It was clear they needed more than just supervision; they 
needed a place where they felt safe, supported, and loved,” 
she explained.
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What began as thoughtful conversations evolved into a fully 
realized ministry. From the first group of eight students in 
2013 to now 24 (and soon 32!), House of Champions has 
stayed true to its mission:

“To provide a nurturing and safe environment where children 
learn the skills and confidence to be successful in life.”

At the heart of the House of Champions program is a 
holistic, wrap-around approach that includes:

•  Academic and social-emotional support
•  �Nutritious meals served family-style
•  Daily routines that foster life skills, responsibility,  

and community

Students engage in activities and lessons that help them 
recognize and manage emotions, resolve conflicts peacefully, 
and build strong interpersonal skills. Each child also takes 
part in meal prep, cleanup, and maintaining shared spaces—
mirroring the responsibilities and joys of a loving family home.

“Dinner is a time for conversation and connection,” said 
Sister Mary Kay. “Students practice respectful dialogue, table 
manners, and take ownership in the process.”

This year alone, 32 volunteers have provided over 900 hours of 
time working directly with students. Many of these volunteers 
show up weekly, serving as consistent, caring mentors.

Referrals to the program come from trusted school partners—
Urban Community School and Metro Catholic—who identify 
students that would most benefit from the structure and care 
the program offers.

Funding this vibrant ministry takes a village, and Sister Mary 
Kay is quick to highlight the community of supporters who 
make it possible:

“We are incredibly blessed to be surrounded by a passionate 
and dedicated community.”

As for the future, Sister Mary Kay stays grounded in faith:

“Do I envision more houses in the future? As always, I leave 
that in God’s hands.”

But one thing is certain: with this new home and the heart 
of its mission shining ever brighter, House of Champions is 
poised to help more children rise, one evening, one meal, and 
one caring connection at a time.

Sister Karen Bohan and H.O.C. volunteers

Ursuline Sisters and Sisters of Notre Dame gather to pray at the 
groundbreaking ceremony.

“�It was clear they needed more 
than just supervision; they 
needed a place where they felt 
safe, supported, and loved.” 

 Sister Mary Kay Conkey, OSU
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�

We are deeply grateful to our Grandstand Sponsor, Arrow 
International, for their generous support. With the incredible 
backing of all our sponsors and supporters, Ursuline Derby Day 
2025 raised over $155,000!

This year’s event was not only a great financial success, but also 
a heartfelt celebration of the Ursuline Sisters’ 175th anniversary. 
In honor of this special milestone, the Merici Award presentation 
took on a unique twist. Instead of a single recipient, the award 
was presented to the Ursuline Sisters’ four founding institutions: 
Beaumont School, Urban Community School, Ursuline College, 
and Villa Angela–St. Joseph High School.

Established in 2010, the Merici Award honors individuals or 
organizations who embody the spirit of St. Angela Merici, foundress 
of the Ursuline Sisters. This year’s collective recognition highlighted 
the enduring impact these institutions have made in carrying 
forward her legacy.

A sincere thank you goes out to everyone who attended, sponsored, 
volunteered, or supported the event online. The Ursuline Sisters are 
deeply grateful for your continued friendship and support.

Derby Day 2025

Ursuline Derby Day  
Celebrates Community, Tradition,  

and a Milestone Anniversary
The 16th Annual Ursuline Derby Day was held on Saturday, May 5, bringing together a joyful crowd  

of supporters in the City View Room at Cleveland Browns Stadium. Festively dressed guests enjoyed an 
evening of delicious food, exciting raffles, and, of course, the excitement of the Kentucky Derby.

Ursuline Sisters President, Sister Laura Bregar, 
warmly welcomes Derby Day guests.



�

�

1   �Sister Gretchen presents the Merici Award to Wendy Hoke, President of  
Beaumont School.

2   �Sr. Maureen Doyle presents the Merici Award to Tom Gill, President of Urban 
Community School.

3   �Ursuline College President, Dr. David King accepts the award presented by a 
former Ursuline College President, Sister Anne Marie Diederich.

4   �Sister Maureen Grady approaches VASJ President, Tom Carone, to present the 
Merici Award.

1

2

3

2025 Merici Awards

4
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On April 26, 2025, COAR honored the 45th anniversary 
of the Salvadoran Martyrs of 1980 at their annual benefit. 
Bishop Edward Malesic accepted the award for Archbishop 
St. Oscar A. Romero. Sister Rose Elizabeth Terrell, OSU 
accepted the award for Sister Dorothy Kazel, OSU. 
Accepting the award for Jean Donovan were Rita Dowd 
Mikolajczyk, Mary Fran Ehlinger, and Meg McGarry.

The Ursuline Sisters are a deep part of the Salvadoran story. 
Fourteen Ursuline Sisters have served on the Cleveland 
Latin American Mission Team since 1968. Sister Dorothy 
Kazel gave her life. In her acceptance speech, Sr. 
Rose Elizabeth recalled how Dorothy was a 
joyous person, always smiling, always loving 
the people. Sr. Rose Elizabeth asked all 
the Ursuline Sisters who were present to 
stand, especially those who had served 
in El Salvador. About 12 Ursuline Sisters 
were able to be present to honor the 
1980 martyrs. When they stood, they were 
greeted by a resounding applause from 
the sold-out crowd at the COAR benefit. It 
was a heartwarming and moving testament to the 
ministry of the sisters and the life of Sr. Dorothy Kazel. Sr. 
Rose Elizabeth ended her remarks with a fervent hope that 
someday soon Dorothy will be named in the official canon of 
saints, and we will be able to say St. Dorothy Kazel, pray for us. 

The entire COAR event, the beautiful Mass, the benefit itself, the 
camaraderie, and the memories were a testament to the building of the Kingdom of 
God. In the words of Vincent Sherlock, the Kingdom of God is living life now. It is the 
people of El Salvador, the people of Cleveland, the martyrs, the missionaries, all the 
members of COAR, the Ursuline Sisters, “living for others and with others so that God’s 
glory can reveal itself again and again.”

Congregation News

La Comunidad Oscar A. Romero (COAR)  
honors the 45th anniversary of the 

Salvadoran Martyrs
 By Sister Maria Berlec

Forty- five years ago, El Salvador was caught up in a brutal civil war. Over 70,000 people were killed or disappeared. 
Many children became orphans and refugees. Fr. Ken Myers of the Cleveland Latin American Mission Team founded 
La Comunidad Oscar A. Romero (COAR) to take care of these vulnerable children. Today COAR is still flourishing as a 
home, a school, a community, and a legacy. It is supported by its Cleveland “branch” which works tirelessly to help 

students in El Salvador to secure their future and live in peace and safety.

Back Row:  
Sisters Maureen Doyle,
Ruth Urbanski, 
Rose Elizabeth and 
Carol Pelegrin

Middle Row: 
Sisters Diana Stano, 
Maureen Grady, 
Praxedes, 
Meria Berlec, 
Lisa Marie Belz and 
Karen Bohan

Front: 
Sister Sheila Marie Tobbe
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Remembering Sister Paulette Snyder 
Faithful and joyful servant

Sister Paulette, the former Mary Jane Snyder, 
was born in 1938 to William and Mary Snyder 
and was the sister of William (deceased), 
Karen, and Nancy. She was baptized at St. 
Joseph Parish in Collinwood and attended St. 
Gregory Elementary School and Beaumont 
High School. Sister Paulette entered the 
Ursuline Community in 1956.

After graduating from St. John College, Sister 
Paulette served as a primary teacher at St. 
Joseph in Avon Lake, Christ the King, St. 
Catharine and St. Francis de Sales before transitioning to 
Director of Religious Education at St. Francis de Sales and 
St. Clarence Parishes. Sister Paulette enrolled in licensing 
as a hospital chaplain at St. Elizabeth Medical Center in 
Covington, Kentucky. Using the education she received 
there, she served as chaplain at St. Alexis Hospital and St. 

Michael Hospital and then at several women’s 
support agencies in the Cleveland area. Sister 
Paulette moved to the Motherhouse in 2014 
and later transitioned to Regina in 2018 where 
she ministered in prayer and service. 

Sister Paulette is certainly remembered for her 
fun-loving and outgoing ways. Her vibrant 
personality could light up a room and certainly 
a conversation! She was able to find humor, 
even in difficult situations. Her buoyant spirit 
enlivened every encounter with others. Sister 

Paulette is survived by her sisters, Karen Findlay and Nancy 
Lose, and the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland with whom she 
shared 68 years of her life. She was a cherished companion 
of Sister Carolyn Clines and a devoted friend to Cynthia.

May Sister Paulette continue to find joy and happiness in the 
loving arms of our Creator.

Remembering Sister Kathleen Cooney, OSU  
(formerly Sister James Patrice) 

Daughter, Sister, Cousin, Friend, Teacher, Social Researcher 

Sister Kathleen Cooney’s influence on 
countless students across Northeast Ohio is 
difficult to measure. Sister’s teaching career 
of more than 50 years spanned the high 
schools of Beaumont, Villa Angela Academy, 
Ursuline Academy of the Sacred Heart, and 
Ursuline College.

Sister Kathleen retired from teaching in 2018, 
and she became a caregiver for a family 
member. Illness slowed her down a bit, but 
her ready smile and infectious laugh continued to  
inspire her Ursuline Sisters and all others who crossed her 
path. Sister Kathleen died peacefully in the evening of 
February 23, 2025.

Daughter of James and Mary (Kristek) and sister of Richard, 
Sister Kathleen attended St. Malachi and St. Charles grade 
schools, Nazareth Academy, Ursuline College, Akron University, 

and finally earned a doctorate in Social Work 
from Case Western Reserve University.

She developed the social work program at 
Ursuline College. Her students are found 
throughout Northeast Ohio, identifying 
pathways, persons, and resources which 
can make a difference in the lives of adults, 
children, and families needing assistance.

Sister Kathleen’s leadership qualities led her to 
positions of: President of the Sisters’ Senate; 

Representative to the Bishop’s Committee on Desegregation; 
Executive Committee of the Commission on Catholic 
Community Action; and Catholic Charities Board of Trustees. 
Sister served also on the Ursuline Sisters Leadership Team.

Summarizing her life at the time of her 60thJubilee Year, 
Sister Kathleen said, “Being an Ursuline has been a call to 
growth in relationship and witness of Gospel values.”

Sister Kathleen Cooney

We Remember with Prayers and Love

Memorial donations may be made to the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland at www.ursulinesisters.org.

Sister Paulette Snyder



DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
URSULINE ACADEMY OF CLEVELAND

6085 Parkland Boulevard, Suite 175
Mayfield Heights, OH 44124

Visit www.UrsulineSisters.org to submit prayer requests.

Have a new address? 
Email? Phone number?

Please help us update your 
personal information.  

Call Mary Moran at 440.229.5607 
or  

440.449.1200 ext. 5607 
or email  

mmoran@ursulinesisters.org. 

Thank you!
JUST CLICK ON the secure donation on our website at 
https://www.ursulinesisters.org/support-us/donate. 

Save a Stamp! Save Ink! No Muss! No Fuss! 
And LOTS OF GRATITUDE!

Sunday,  

August 10, 2025
2:00–5:00 PM

175 YEARS OF JOYFUL S
ER
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Founded 1850

Free Admission!
All Are Welcome!

Ursuline College Campus (Outdoors) 
2550 Lander Road • Pepper Pike, Ohio 44124

CELEBRATION

of Joyful Service

URSULINE SISTERS OF CLEVELAND

Let us know you’re coming! 
Kindly reply by July 28, 2025 

Email: ursulinesisters175@ursulinesisters.org
Call: 440-229-5635

Please Join Us!

years 


