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SUMMER 2020 NEWSLETTER

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE SCHEDULE

Normal business day hours are  
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Normally CLOSED on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving 
Day and Friday after Thanksgiving. 

We may be closed during holidays, but our 
WEB DONATION PAGE is always OPEN 
and SECURE! https://secure.ursulinesisters.
org/Donation.php

Please remember the Ursuline Sisters in 
your will.

DONATE ONLINE!  
It is safe; it is easy!

See more about how below.

Dear Friends,

How good God is to give us another opportunity to 
catch up, to create and recreate our friendships! Some of 
these reflect a lifetime of connection like the perennials 
in centuries old gardens and some are still fresh like 
the tendrils of new summer growth. In a time of new 
opportunities afforded us by scientific advancements to 
address the pandemic as well as civic engagement to 
fashion a more just society free of systemic oppression, we meet again in these pages 
to look at life anew. And as God’s beloved sons and daughters we do it together.

As Gandalf in Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings 
reminds us, “All we have to decide is 
what to do with the time that is given 
us.” How will we commit ourselves to 
tending our relationships in our time filled 
with uncertainty but always replete with 
hope and faith? Our stories are seeds 
that point the way to continual growth in 
collaboration, committed to the dialogue 
and prayer that are so vital to us all.

Meeting Sister Pamela Fowle with her young charges gives us hope as a new 
generation is blessed by the Ursuline spirit. Celebrating with Diamond Jubilarians 
reminds us that vitality is not counted in years; rather, it is a sacred treasure we 
find in every sister. Encountering the blessing of Maryann Jackson in her volunteer 
ministry fills us with the joyful reality that membership in the Ursuline family is open 
to all who share God’s mission and Angela’s charism with us. Growth is endless and 
joyfully embraced. 

And we know that our journey is not even finished when we take our final earthly 
step. Like Sister Barbara Eppich, we continue to give life in new and mysterious 
ways, returning to our divine home where love never dies.

Dynamic adaptability, openness to God’s unfolding creativity, is clearly what we have 
seen recently in the Installation ceremony of the current leadership team. Unable 
to gather sisters, friends and family under one roof, we livestreamed the event 
and posted it on our Facebook page. What an opportunity to embrace current 
technology in order to unite the Ursuline family!

Continue between newsletters to join us via technology, whether it is by phone, 
email, social media or our website. Seek prayer support in tumultuous times, share 
acts of courage as we strive for justice for all, and join in the conversation that 
brings new life and daring possibilities to birth. How will we tend to one another 
in this particular time that is given to us? May we grow and flourish as we were 
created to do!

In Saint Angela,

Sister Laura Bregar

MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

Sister Laura Bregar

How will we commit 
ourselves to tending our 
relationships in our time 
filled with uncertainty 
but always replete with 
hope and faith?



SISTER SPOTLIGHT

Since mid-March, the Ursuline Sisters have been faithfully 
abiding by Ohio Governor Mike DeWine’s shelter-in-
place directives and maintaining use of face masks and 
social distancing to keep from contracting and spreading 
the deadly COVID-19 virus. These practices have been 
challenging in terms of receiving visits from other sisters and 
friends, especially at Merici Crossings. They also restricted 
any congregational gatherings for celebrations, liturgies, 
and in June the installation of the new leadership team. 
As is often the case, the sisters were up to the challenge 
and found a way where there was no way! Sisters were 
able to view the event held in the Merici Crossings chapel 
thanks to the efforts of Ted Crease, the IT manager for the 
congregation. 

The ceremony program was sent by email to the sisters 
beforehand so all who watched could participate at home 
and follow along. The beautiful and simple ritual was led 
by Sister Kathleen Flannery, who began with a prayer of 
gratitude and hope. Flutist Sister Ruth Urbanski offered a 
beautiful musical reflection. All other music was provided 
by Sister Marie Cecile, the liturgist for Merici Crossings, and 
Sister Lisa Marie Belz. 

Sister Ritamary Welsh, President of the Ursuline Sisters of 
Cleveland, offered her reflections and provided the entire 
leadership team’s commitment to:

• Prayer: with and for each other, with the trust in God 
that St. Angela exemplified and encouraged;

• Relationship: care and respect for each individual 
sister, as St. Angela counseled for the building of her 
community;

• Communication: listening to each person’s story 
with reverence and fostering dialogue, as St. Angela 
encouraged so that a loving community would grow;

• Collaboration: inclusivity to ensure that all sisters are 
committed to the Chapter directions they affirmed, as 
St. Angela encouraged her daughters to esteem, help, 
and support one another, and to look forward to God’s 
surprises.

The sisters in turn pledged their support to the new 
leadership team with joy and blessing. The ceremony ended 
with the song Soli Deo Gloria, with a new verse added by 
the Ursulines:

With faith and courage we’ll face each day / Our 
Ursuline spirit will light our way In each new challenge 
which we embrace / Jesus, our refuge, we ask Your 
Grace We sing your praises in every place / Soli Deo 
Gloria, Soli Deo Gloria 

URSULINES WELCOME NEW LEADERSHIP TEAM
By Sister Elaine M. Berkopec

In a blend of tradition and dynamic adaptability, the Ursuline Sisters participated, as they do every four years, in the installation 
of their new leadership team on June 6, 2020. The participation itself is tradition. Due to procedures implemented for safety 

from the COVID-19 virus, they did so virtually via the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland YouTube channel.

The new Ursuline Sisters Leadership Team – Left to right:  
Sisters Diana Stano, Laura Bregar, Ritamary Welsh (President), Maureen Doyle, Maureen Grady
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SISTER SPOTLIGHT

Sister Pamela Fowle is an example 
of someone who is living out this 
spirit of St. Angela through her 
desire to serve, her commitment to 
prayer, and her enthusiasm to teach 
the “little ones”. 

The seeds of her vocation were 
planted when she attended St. 
William’s Elementary School from 
2nd to 8th grade where she first met 
many Ursuline Sisters. She now 
reflects on their influence in planting 
and nourishing this seed of vocation 
throughout her youth: “Although I 
enjoyed my years at St. William’s and 
having Ursuline Sisters as my first 
teachers, my call to be an Ursuline 
did not manifest itself clearly until 
later in my life. As I continued to 
grow older and gain life experiences, 
I did start to think seriously about 
what I wanted to do with my life. When my own brothers 
and sisters got married and had children, I began to realize 
just how much I loved the ‘little ones’ and also developed a 
real desire to have a positive influence in their lives and in the 
lives of many children.”

Thus, Sister Pam’s future direction became clearer. In junior 
high, she engaged in Vocational Child Development and 
continued to talk with counselors about her desire to 
work with young children. As a teenager, she even began 
teaching in the Child Development center. 

After graduating from high school in 1984, she attended 
Lakeland Community College and graduated in 1991 with 
an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. After 
graduation she continued to pursue her goal and joined the 
staff at a child development center.

“After my graduation from Lakeland, I found myself 
getting very involved in church activities at St. William’s 
Parish. I loved participating in the Sunday School Program 

as a teacher. I was teaching the 
3-year olds about their faith and 
communicating with parents, 
keeping them involved in their 
child’s growing faith life. … This 
was my passion! Working with 
children! I knew I had a calling to 
teach children.”

“In the coming years, I felt the 
need to look deeper inside my 
heart. I realized that I was being 
called by God to the Ursuline 
congregation…. In 1993, I joined 
the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland. 
This was really the only religious 
congregation for me, since these 
sisters had always been an integral 
part of my life.”

St. Angela told her companions, 
“Do something, be confident, risk 

new things, stick with it, get on your knees, then be ready 
for big surprises.” Looking at Sister Pam’s story, it’s not 
too surprising that her ministry would be her passion for 
outreach to families and young children. She reflects, “Not 
only am I teaching the children, they are teaching me so 
much by their simplicity, innocence, and the love that they 
show me. I have experienced so much joy in all the children 
with whom I have come in contact. I appreciate that the 
parents trust me to be a part of their children’s lives they 
look to me for suggestions of things we can do together to 
help their child. I am grateful that God has called me to this 
ministry. I love what I do and I see the benefits of what I do 
in the growth of each child I teach daily.” 

Sister Pam Fowle ministers to the littlest ones
By Sister Dorothy Bondi

Although St. Angela Merici lived in Northern Italy and founded the Company of St. Ursula in the 16th century, 
her spirit and her courage in following God’s will is reflected today in the life and ministry of the Ursuline 

Sisters, women who choose to follow her example.

Sister Pamela Fowle with a student

“ Not only am I teaching the children, 
they are teaching me so much by their 
simplicity, innocence, and the love that 
they show me.”
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URSULINE JUBILARIANS  
Celebrate Lives of Faithfulness

Thirteen Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland celebrated their Diamond Jubilee in 2020. 
They are:

Sister M. Anne Cecile (75 years); Sisters Ruth Marie, Margaret O’Brien, Marie Michelle,  
Helen Marie (70 years); Sisters Rose Mary Hoge, Karen Bohan, Donna Kristoff, Miriam Fidelis, 

Martha Owen, Colette Livingston, Carmen Hocevar, and Rose Elizabeth (60 years).

MILESTONE JUBILEES

DIAMOND JUBILARIANS - 75 YEARS

Sister M. Anne Cecile
Sister M. Anne Cecile (Muldoon) 
poured out her talents and 
found her joy in a lifetime 
devoted to education. She 
entered the Ursuline Sisters from 
her home parish of St. Patrick 
on Bridge Avenue. She served 
as teacher at the following 
parish schools: St. Jerome, St. 
Timothy, and St. Catherine, in 

Cleveland; St. Francis de Sales in Parma; St. Mary in 
Mentor; St. Charles in Parma; and St. Mary Magdalene 
in Willowick. At St. Therese School in Garfield Heights, 
she ministered as teacher and principal, and was 
principal at St. Paul in Euclid (now St John of the Cross) 
for six years. After her ministry in parish schools, she 

served pre-school children at Up with Kids’ Daycare. 
Currently, she assists the Ursuline Development office 
with a variety of tasks, including writing birthday 
postcards to donors and their spouses and making 
check-in and gratitude calls. 

Reflecting on her life as an Ursuline, she is grateful. 
“I thank God every day for the graces given me these 
past 75 years as an Ursuline Sister, most especially for 
allowing me to teach and to share with children and 
adults alike the message of Jesus’ love for all. It has 
been a privilege and a great gift. I thank God, as well, 
for my family and for the sisters with whom I have lived 
and shared this life and the example they have been to 
me these many years. All has been a blessing.” 

“I thank God every day for the graces given me these past 75 years as 
an Ursuline Sister, most especially for allowing me to teach and to 

share with children and adults alike the message of Jesus’ love for all.”

Continued >
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MILESTONE JUBILEES

DIAMOND JUBILARIANS - 70 YEARS

Sister Ruth Marie
Sister Ruth Marie (Behrend) 
entered the Ursulines from Holy 
Cross Parish (now Our Lady of 
the Lake) in Euclid. Her 
commitment and talent as an 
educator took her to ministry in 
a number of elementary 
schools, including: St. William in 
Euclid—twice (now Sts. Robert 
and William); St. Clare, 

Lyndhurst; St Joseph Collinwood, as teacher and 
principal; St. Ann, Cleveland Heights (now Communion 
of Saints); St. Mary, Mentor; St. John Bosco as teacher 
and principal. Her talent with numbers led to her 
position as treasurer at Villa Angela Academy, and later 
at VASJ, then to serving as Assistant Treasurer for the 
Ursuline Congregation for ten years. She also ministered 
as assistant local house coordinator to the community 
of sisters living at Merici Hall, the former Ursuline 
motherhouse. From there she retired, and now resides 
at Regina Health Center. Looking back, she reflects on 
all those she has met: “I have been very fortunate to 
work with wonderful people, both religious and lay.”

Sister Margaret O’Brien
Sister Margaret O’Brien 
(formerly in religion Sister Ann 
Matthew) entered the Ursulines 
from St. Therese Parish in 
Garfield Heights. She has 
devoted nearly her entire 
religious life and ministry as an 
Ursuline Sister to elementary 
education, covering nearly its 
entire scope from second to 

eighth grade, as well as teacher and later as principal—
and St. Robert Bellarmine in Euclid; St. Ann in Cleveland 
Heights; Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of 
Peace—where she was principal as well as 7th and 8th 
grade teacher—in Cleveland; principal and teacher in 

her home parish of St. Therese; assistant principal and 
math teacher at St. Bernadette, Westlake, where she 
later became a pastoral minister; and principal at St. 
Mary in Mentor and Our Lady of Good Counsel in 
Cleveland. The Diocese of Cleveland recognized her 
skills as a teacher and thus had her mentor other 
teachers at six Catholic elementary schools. In all, Sister 
Margaret has ministered as teacher and mentor for 32 
years and as principal for 28 years…and that’s not all! 
She has ministered in Religious Education, and after 
“retiring” serves in pastoral ministry to nursing home 
residents, and as tutor to students who need extra 
assistance. 

Sister Marie Michelle
Sister Marie Michelle (Gouttiere) 
entered the Ursulines from St. 
Joseph Parish in Maumee, Ohio. 
Her ministry in education began 
with teaching sixth and seventh 
grade at St. Mary Magdalene 
School in Willowick. Most of 
her educational ministry 
included serving for a total of 
39 years teaching French, the 

Humanities, at Villa Angela Academy, Beaumont High 
School, along with Education Courses at Ursuline 
College, where she also served as registrar. From 1989 
to 1994 she ministered as office manager for Edward 
Luttner Associates, a career management firm. She then 
was director for six years of the Ursuline Institute of 
Learning. In 2012, Sister volunteered part-time for 
Hospice of the Western Reserve. Until recently, she also 
volunteered in the Ursuline Sisters Development Office. 
Other positions she held over years were local superior, 
assistant principal, and member of a number of 
administrative teams. As she reflects over her years as 
an Ursuline, she states, “I am most grateful to God for 
the years I taught high school girls. The girls were 
challenging but positive, looking happily into their 
future, and intent on following their faith in God as 
well as their ambition to serve others.”
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Sister Rose Mary Hoge
Sister Rose Mary Hoge (formerly 
in religion Sister Mary John 
Joseph) has served in a variety 
of educational ministries. She 
entered the Ursulines from 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
in Willoughby. Most of her 
teaching career was at Ursuline 
high schools: Sacred Heart 
Academy, Villa Angela 

Academy, and Beaumont High School. She also served 
in the elementary schools of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Willowick; St. Joseph, Collinwood; and at the St. Martin 
De Porres Center in Cleveland. For the last 28 years she 
has ministered as a librarian. The highlight of her 
religious life has been “the example, kindness, 
affirmation, and encouragement of senior sisters.” 

Sister Karen Bohan
Sister Karen Bohan (formerly in 
religion Sister Francis Mary) has 
devoted most of her religious life 
to God’s “little ones” in the 
primary grades at various parish 
schools. She entered the Ursuline 
Sisters from St. Jerome Parish in 
Cleveland, and spent much of 
her teaching career with primary 
grade students at elementary 

schools including: St. Paul (twice), Holy Cross and St. 
William Schools in Euclid; and St. Mary in Mentor. She 
also worked with middle school students at St. Richard in 
North Olmsted and St. Bernadette in Westlake. Her 
ministries have included serving as assistant principal at 
St. William, and at St. John Bosco School in Parma 
Heights. She has been building principal at Urban 
Community and at Metro Catholic schools in Cleveland. 
Sister also taught in the Parish School of Religion (PSR) at 
most of these sites. Sister Karen’s vast experience enabled 
her to share her wisdom with education students at 
Ursuline College. Sister currently ministers at Metro 
Catholic and at House of Champions in Cleveland. 
Looking over her life as an Ursuline, she reflects, “I am 
most grateful for all the opportunities I have had in my 

DIAMOND JUBILARIANS - 60 YEARS

Sister Helen Marie
Sister Helen Marie (Davidson) entered the Ursulines from Holy Cross in Euclid. Almost her 
entire 65 year ministry was spent in elementary education, as a primary grade teacher and 
lat er as a reading specialist. She served at parish schools throughout Cleveland and its 
eastern suburbs, including St. Mary Collinwood and St. Jerome; St. Robert Bellarmine and 
St. William, Euclid; St. Clare, Lyndhurst; St. Ann, Cleveland Heights (now Communion of 
Saints); St. Mary Magdalene, Willowick, and St. Mary in Mentor. She is currently retired and 
residing at Light of Hearts Villa. For her, “My daily contact with little children who were so 
eager to learn was a joy. I cannot describe how good I felt each time a child learned to 
read fluently and with good comprehension. We did a lot of smiling in my classrooms 
because we all learned together. I thank God for the many years I could spend with 

children. They were God’s gift to me.” 

Continued >
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teaching ministries, learning from our sisters the 
importance of respecting the children and letting them 
know how special they are. Sister Annunciata, my 
second and third grade teacher, was my role model.” 

Sister Donna Kristoff
Sister Donna Kristoff (formerly 
in religion Sister Mary of the 
Angels) has enriched many with 
her artistic talent, her devotion 
to prayer, and her desire for 
service. Sister entered the 
Ursulines from St. William Parish 
in Euclid. Her ministry in 
education included teaching art 
at Our Lady of Peace School in 

Cleveland, Beaumont High School, Villa Angela 
Academy, and Ursuline College. In addition to art 
education, she worked for 11 years as graphic designer 
for the Cleveland Catholic Foundation. She also offered 
arts and crafts classes at Lexington Bell Community 
Center in Cleveland for 20 years. Her ministry has 
included 30 years as Coordinator of the Cleveland 
Chapter of the International Merton Society. Currently 
she serves as sacristan for Merici Crossings and free-
lance designer upon request. When reflecting on her 
Ursuline vocation, Sister Donna is not only grateful for 
the past, she also looks to the future, and to “carrying 
forward the heritage of the charism of St. Angela into 
the 21st century with the companionship of others 
called to this mission.”

Sister Miriam Fidelis
Sister Miriam Fidelis (Pinchot) has 
followed the call to serve God’s 
people wherever it led her. Sister 
entered the Ursuline community 
from St. Robert Bellarmine Parish 
in Euclid. She taught 3rd to 5th 
graders in a number of parish 
schools, including: St. Charles in 
Parma, Immaculate Conception 
in Willoughby, St. Mary 

Magdalene in Willowick; Holy Cross in Euclid, St. Timothy 

in Garfield Heights, St. Joseph in Avon Lake, and St. 
Ann in Cleveland Heights. Her ministries beyond the 
classroom included serving at the St. Martin De Porres 
Center and the West Side Catholic Center. Her parish 
service included an internship in pastoral ministry at 
Immaculate Conception in Cleveland. Sister worked in 
pastoral ministry at St. Angela Merici in Fairview Park 
and St. Michael the Archangel in Cleveland. She also 
ministered to people with disabilities at St. Augustine 
on West 14th in Cleveland and at Catholic Charities. Her 
willingness to serve took her for more than nine years 
to Holy Family Parish in Brownsville, Texas and over the 
border in Mexico at Colonia y Ciudad de los Niños 
Orphanage. Her experiences in Texas and Mexico were 
life changing for her. Sister Miriam Fidelis states, “Being 
sent on Mission to TX/MX was a highlight, an 
opportunity for rebirth through service with the 
Mexican and Mexican-American people, learning their 
language, culture, and expressions of Faith. In Mexico I 
met the beautiful children in the Colonia…on the 
outskirts of Matamoros. Also in Mexico, I served at the 
Orphanage…teaching English, Religion, and Music, and 
at times serving as counselor….I have been most 
grateful for this opportunity and for each mission over 
the years. Angela’s words are true: ‘You have greater 
need of serving others than others have being served.’” 

Sister Martha Owen
Sister Martha Owen (formerly in 
religion Sister Cornelia and later 
Sister Daniel Mary) entered the 
Ursulines from St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish in Willowick. 
Her ministry in education took 
her to a number of parish 
elementary schools, including 
her home parish of St. Mary 
Magdalene; Christ the King 

School in East Cleveland; as administrator to Villa 
Angela Academy and later Villa Angela-St. Joseph High 
School in Cleveland; Beaumont High School, Cleveland 
Heights; and twice to Urban Community School, both 
as teacher and also as Curriculum/Technology/
Accreditation Specialist. She is currently residing at 
Merici Crossings when not tutoring students in Spanish 
at Beaumont. In addition, she served on the Cleveland 

MILESTONE JUBILEES
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Latin American Mission Team in El Salvador during the 
troubled years from 1974 to 1979. These were the most 
significant times for Sister Martha: “The highlight of my 
years as an Ursuline has to be the incredible opportunity 
I had to serve in El Salvador with my mission partner 
Sister Dorothy Kazel and work with the holy and 
courageous Saint Oscar Romero.” 

Sister Colette Livingston
Sister Colette Livingston 
(formerly in religion Sister M. 
Nativa) joined the Ursulines 
from St. Philomena Parish. Her 
experience in ministry has 
spanned from kindergarten to 
college and more. She taught in 
various parish schools, 
including: Christ the King in 
East Cleveland; St. Catherine 

and St. Joseph Collinwood, Cleveland; St. Francis de 
Sales in Parma; St. Clare in Lyndhurst. She served at 
Ursuline College in two roles: as the Besse Library 
Secretary and as Assistant Registrar. She moved from 
education to service to the congregation as Ursuline 
Sisters’ archivist. Since leaving that position, she has 
found ways to assist her sisters by volunteering as 
driver, in the Art Space ministry, and at Esperanza 
Threads. All of her experiences and relationships have 
been gifts to her: “I am most grateful for the people—
students, parents and coworkers—who have inspired 
me and become my friends via my various ministries. I 
love hearing from students now as adults.”

Sister Carmen Hocevar
Sister Carmen Hocevar (formerly 
in religion Sister M. Rosaria) 
entered the Ursuline 
Congregation from Christ the 
King Parish. Her life as a 
dedicated teacher has included 
ministering in such parishes as 
St. Charles and St. Francis de 
Sales in Parma; Immaculate 
Conception, Willoughby; St. 

Jerome, St. Mary Collinwood, and Metro Catholic 
Schools in Cleveland; St. Paul and Holy Cross Schools in 
Euclid. Her service to the Church also included 12 years 
as pastoral minister at Holy Redeemer Parish in 
Cleveland. Sister Carmen currently serves at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish in Cleveland. Looking over the years, she 
states, “For 60 years I have been so blessed to be called 
to live out my Baptism as an Ursuline. I am deeply 
thankful to our faithful God for the graces to serve Him 
and the people of God. My life has been more than 
enriched through the many students and people to 
whom I have ministered. Perhaps I can sum it up best: 
What a wonderful life!” 

Sister Rose Elizabeth
Sister Rose Elizabeth (Terrell) 
joined the Ursulines from St. 
Robert Bellarmine Parish in 
Euclid. Much of her religious life 
was devoted to education in 
various roles and places, 
including: teaching at St. Clare 
in Lyndhurst, St. Paul in Euclid, 
and Urban Community School 
in Cleveland. She also was the 

director of Urban Community School for eight years. 
She served as Associate Development Director for the 
Diocese of Cleveland for two years, and as the Ursuline 
Congregation’s Development Director for 14 years. 
Included in her years of service were 11 years as a 
mission team member of the Cleveland Latin American 
Mission in El Salvador. Her current ministry is as 
Community Partnership Coordinator at Urban 
Community School. Her ministry has given her a heart 
full of gratitude. “I am grateful for the opportunity to 
serve at Urban Community School and El Salvador. The 
people of El Salvador are resilient, faith filled and very 
welcoming. I loved meeting them and working with 
them. They are amazing people!”
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OBITUARIESVOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Maryann Jackson, volunteer and friend
By Maggie Gibson, Volunteer Coordinator

For the past year, Maryann Jackson has been a “Friendly Visitor” volunteer at Light of Hearts Villa. A bit of 
observation reveals that she is well suited for this position, exhibiting patience and bringing a quiet joy with 

her when she visits Sister Marie Canice.

In a funny twist, Maryann admits that 
she did not always appear this way. As 
a student at St. Rita’s School, sitting 
still, focusing, and keeping a tidy desk 
were not her strengths. However, she 
says she did become very good at 
cleaning chalkboard erasers!

Living next door to her grandparents’ 
farm in Solon, Maryann and her 
four sisters spent a lot of time doing 
chores. Her family kept cows, sheep, 
goats, pigs, chickens, ducks, turkeys, 
and more. Her parents took in 
anything that needed a home.

Maryann still loves being outdoors 
walking, hiking, or gardening. She also 
rides her own motorcycle. She and her 
husband have taken many road trips 
together on their motorcycles, including three trips to the 
annual motorcycle rally in Sturgis, North Dakota.

Her career kept her busy. Working as a manufacturer’s 
representative for a company that made electronic 
components, her people skills and attention to detail 
came in handy as the liaison between her company and 
companies purchasing parts.

Now retired, Maryann lives in Aurora with her husband, 
and says she cherishes every minute she spends with 
her two sons and six grandchildren! She also takes time 
to volunteer. A survivor of domestic violence, she first 

volunteered as an advocate for others 
with that experience. She has also 
supported seniors with no family close 
by, using her professional skills to help 
them navigate insurance, complete 
hospital paperwork, and more. As for 
what drew her to become an Ursuline 
Sisters’ volunteer, she says:

“I had come full circle with God and 
the nuns were the ones that had 
taught me so much about him, by 
always leading by example. I didn’t 
realize at the time how valuable those 
lessons were but I thought it would be 
nice if I could give back to those who 
helped me become who I am.”

When visiting Sister Marie Canice, 
Maryann brings a bag of art supplies. 

Sister is an artist, and Maryann says she absolutely glows 
while they create together. During this time there is also 
plenty of storytelling. “Oh the stories she tells!” Maryann 
says. “Most of the time I think she throws in something to 
shock me just to see my reaction. Then we both laugh out 
loud...and she gets the biggest kick out of it.”

Maryann’s philosophy about volunteering is that “No single 
person can change the world but each of us can help 
change the lives of people around us. However little you 
may think you have to offer, know that you have value and 
that someone out there would benefit by having you come 
into their life.” 

Maryann Jackson

“ No single person can change the world but each of us can help change the 
lives of people around us. However little you may think you have to offer, 
know that you have value and that someone out there would benefit by 
having you come into their life.”
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OBITUARIES

Memorial donations may be made to the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland at www.ursulinesisters.org.

Remembering Sister Barbara Eppich
By Sister Susan Bremer

Sister Barbara Eppich (Nancy) danced 
her way through the last 40 years of her 
life. From the opening musical notes of 
a retreat in Boston introducing her to 
liturgical dance, she was hooked. And 
from that point on she embraced it as 
a rich and meaningful prayer form and 
continually sought ways to incorporate it 
into her classroom. The spirited woman of 
faith and innovative educator died March 
30 at Regina Health Center. She was 85.

Her ministry career was bookended by tenures at St. 
Jerome School, where she began her career as a teacher 
in 1954 and concluded it as director of a Montessori pre-
school in 2015. In the intervening years Sister Barbara 
enjoyed teaching assignments at St. Charles Borromeo 
(Parma), St. Ann (Cleveland Heights), and at St. Patrick-
St. Malachi, Urban Community, Immaculate Conception, 
and Our Lady of Peace schools, all in Cleveland. She also 
served as principal at Immaculate Conception.

In 1992, after serving two years in the 
classroom, Sister Barbara realized her dream 
in establishing the Ursuline Family Care 
Program, a Montessori-based pre-school, at 
Collinwood’s St. Joseph School. She served as 
director for 17 years before the school and 
the program were closed in 2009. Convinced 
of its value, Sister Barbara searched for a new 
home for her program and in 2010 reopened 
it at St. Jerome School, coming full circle from 
her first teaching assignment there. She served 
as the program director until retiring in 2015.

Sister Barbara will be remembered as a creative and 
caring educator who cherished each student. She was a 
deeply spiritual woman, committed religious and a loving 
sister, aunt and friend. 

She is survived by her brother Michael, sister Barbara 
Struna (husband Timothy), and nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death by her parents and two sisters, 
Anne Lang and Patricia Ruszkowski.

Remembering Sister Gemma Stracka
By Sister Laura Bregar

We will remember Sister Gemma Stracka 
(Barbara) with a song in her heart and 
a prayer on her lips, ever ready to assist 
others on their journey to the God of 
love and life. This faithful daughter of the 
church went home to God on July 30, 
2020 at Regina Health Center.

From 1954 until 1981 Sister Gemma taught 
at a variety of elementary schools in the 
diocese including St. Jerome, St. Mary 
Magdalene, St. Timothy, St. Robert, St. 
Francis de Sales, Holy Cross, St. Charles and Immaculate 
Conception (Willoughby). Her love of teaching and her 
deep faith found renewed commitment as she served as 
a pastoral minister and/or Director of Religious Education 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, St. Bernadette Parish 
and St. Robert Bellarmine Parish (Blue Springs, MO). 

Later in life Sister Gemma ably used her skills as the 
Liturgy Coordinator for the congregation while at the 

same time she volunteered in the Laurel 
Tree Gift Shop, the Holy Family Learning 
Center and the community’s Development 
Office. In 2017, Sister Gemma moved to 
Regina Health Center. There she witnessed 
to her profound trust in God as she 
surrendered her external ministries and 
became a blessing of presence for others.

In her words we come to know the divine 
love Sister Gemma experienced, expressed 
in her personal Magnificat: “Proclaim the 

compassion of God, my soul. … He has upheld Gemma, 
his beloved, ever mindful of his mercy, even when I 
forgot Him; Even as He promised our Mother, promised 
Angela and her daughters to be with our company 
forever.”

She is survived by her cousins Joanna Bartos and Daniel 
Palczynski (Kathy).
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Please consider making a donation to this 
year’s Annual Fund Appeal which launched  
on July 1, 2020 and ends on June 30, 2021. 
We are most grateful for the support we 
receive for our ministries and to assist our 
sisters who are retired or infirm. 

Remember: we receive no financial assistance 
from the Diocese of Cleveland. We rely on our 
working sisters and on our fundraising efforts.

Annual Fund supports ministries and care  
of retired, infirm sisters

NO ENVELOPE? NO PROBLEM! You can make your donation safely and securely at  
https://secure.ursulinesisters.org/Donation.php. If you need assistance or have any questions,  

please call Sister Elaine at 440-229-5624 or email her at eberkopec@ursulinesisters.org.

For more information, please call Cindy Johnson at 440-229-5634, or email her at cjohnson@ursulinesisters.org.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
URSULINE ACADEMY OF CLEVELAND

6085 Parkland Boulevard, Suite 175
Mayfield Heights, OH 44124

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID
Cleveland, OH

Permit #3796

Visit www.UrsulineSisters.org to submit prayer requests.

Have a new address? 
Email? Phone number?

Please help us update your 
personal information.  

Call Sister Elaine at 
440.229.5624 or  

440.449.1200 ext. 5624 
or email  

eberkopec@ursulinesisters.org. 

Thank you!


